William Shakespeare’s Masonic References:
There is no official record of William Shakespeare as member of a Masonic order; however, there are numerous references within his works that allude to his or, possibly, another author’s membership as a Mason. Shakespeare plays and poems bear abundant evidence of Masonic knowledge of Masonic customs, terms and teachings that could only have been known to a Mason of high degree.
A Masonic Mark

The taking of a 'mason's mark' was a common aspect of initiation to the first degree of Entered Apprentice in early Freemasonry, and 47th Proposition of Euclid ( Squaring The Square) - which has been described as, "The foundation of all Masonry" 
Shakespeare seems to have been fully conversant with the Masonic symbolism of the Square, as seen in - Anthony and Cleopatra 

“Read not my blemishes in the world's report;
I have not kept my square, but that to come
Shall all be done by the rule.”
Shakespeare also alludes to the number of pointed references to a 'mark' in his Sonnets. An analysis of these is that their placement is not a casual but clearly predicated by Masonic considerations of a very exact and specific nature. They all refer to his own Masonic mark.

“Marke how one string sweet husband to an other,” (s8)
“For slanders marke was euer yet the faire,” (s70)
“Marke how with my neglect I doe dispence.” (s112)
“O no, it is an euer fixed marke” (s116)
It is interesting to note that the word Marke is the 828th word in the Sonnets - and 828 is the gematria value of the Hebrew words BN ALMNH - The Widow's Son.

Pythagoras is a Masonic patriarch, and aprons are in abundant supply throughout the fraternity.

 “To hold opinion with Pythagoras
That souls of animals infuse themselves
Into the trunks of men.”

Merchant of Venice
“What is the opinion of Pythagoras concerning wild fowl?
That the soul of our grandam might haply inhabit a bird.”

Twelfth Night 
It is not difficult to discern the clever word play woven into Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays, and one is often left wondering “was it Shakespeare who applied Masonic ideas into his works, or the Freemasons who appropriated the ideas from the bard of Avon?” 
Most scholars suggest the latter, but Masons familiar with the wordplay might see otherwise.
Taming of the Shrew

“What! My old Worshipful Master!”
Henry V.
“What is he that builds stronger than either Mason?”
“Here, Robin, and I die, I give thee my apron.”
“The nobility think scorn to go in leather aprons.”

Julius Caesar

 “Where is thy Leather Apron and Rule?”

Within the Fellow Craft Ceremony:

"Ever remembering that we are travelling upon that level of time, from whose bourn no traveler returns."

Hamlet’s Soliloquy:

“The undiscovered country from whose bourn

No traveler returns, puzzles the will

And makes us rather bear those ills we have

Than fly to others that we know not of?

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all.”
Hamlet, is caught upon a three-pronged dilemma:
·         Should he simply accept the inequities of life?

·         Should fight against these inequities?

·         Should he kill himself?
The contemplation of this undiscovered country stays his hand and puzzles him.  Perhaps one of the more telling lines above is “Thus conscience does make cowards of us all.”  What does this mean, especially in regard to Hamlet’s fear of death?  As we contemplate this question, perhaps we may also want to keep two other things in mind:
· Hamlet was a Widow’s Son. 

· Is there a relationship between Hamlet’s three-pronged dilemma and the three ruffians in the Master Mason degree?

Summary:

“If circumstances lead me, I will find
Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed
Within the centre.”
Hamlet
