Freemasons and the Boston Tea Party

“Why do Americans drink more coffee than tea?”

	More than 200 years ago, in 1773, American Revolutionaries had decided to target a supply of cheap tea being shipped to America as an example of unjust taxation and trade monopoly. Parliament has kept a tax on tea just to prove that they have the power to tax and taxation without representation is tyranny!




The Green Dragoon Tavern served as a Public and Ale house on the first floor and on the second floor was the St. Andrews Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts (Ancients). It was the largest place for meetings in the north east end of Boston. Historians have called it "headquarters of the American Revolution."  Multiple groups such as  the North End Caucus, Boston Committee of Correspondence, the Selectmen and the Sons of liberty were formed to provide secrecy and  were led by lodge members , Brother Joseph Warren (Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts), Brother Paul Revere and Brother John Hancock. A Boston artist, John Johnston made a picture of the Green Dragon Tavern. In the upper left hand corner of his drawing he put a square and compass. Below it he wrote these words:
	


"Where we met to Plan the Consignment of a few Shiploads of Tea, Dec 16, 1773"

To this day no one knows who planned the Boston Tea Party, however….
October 23rd
	


Brother Warren and Brother Revere meet at the Green Dragon Tavern to publish the Resolution of the North End Caucus:
	


"To oppose the vending of any tea sent by the East India Company . . . with our lives and fortunes."

November 3rd
	


Brother William Molineux, a member of St. Andrews Lodge, acts as spokesman for the Sons of Liberty. A notice was posted that the Consignees of the Tea were to report and publicly resign their commissions as tea agents for the East India Company. "Ignore this at your peril."
November 5th
The Town Committee of Selectmen tries another approach to the Governor and the Consignees. These Selectmen are leading tradesmen in Boston. They are led by Brother John Hancock, a member of the St. Andrews Lodge and Brother John Rowe, Grand Master of the St. John's Grand Lodge of Massachusetts (Moderns).

The St. John's Lodge records state:

"The Selectmen meet to wait on the Consignees and request them from a regard of their own characters and the peace and good order of this Town and Province immediately to resign their appointment."
November 30th
	

	Records of the St. Andrews Lodge indicate that the Lodge is adjourned this night "on account of few Brethren present." and also noted, “Consignees of Tea took up the Brethren's time."



December 16th
	


The evening of the famous Tea Party. The records of the St. Andrew Lodge show that only five members were present. A lodge record reflects, "Lodge closed on account of few members present."
Benjamin Franklin, a Grand Master of Pennsylvania, commented, "Though the mischief was the act of persons unknown, yet as probably they cannot be found, or brought to answer for it, there seems to be some reasonable claim on the society at large in which it happened."
Americans have been drinking coffee ever since. The English said that the reason the Americans lost their taste for tea was that they had a peculiar way of mixing it in the salt water.
	


It started in the Green Dragon Tavern. If a man ordered tea, he was a Tory. If he ordered coffee, he was a Patriot.
